OTS 


JiVLilte| 


LOS ANGELES GALAXY 
Presented by Q@HERBALIFE. 


SOS FREEKICK 


Vol. 12 - No. 3 - Summer 2007 


adidas.com/mls 


answer the call. stand up. 


Published by 

Major League Soccer Publishing 
420 Fifth Avenue, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10018 
212-450-1200 


Executive Offices 

Commissioner: Don Garber 

Deputy Commissioner: lvan Gazidis 

President, Major League Soccer: 
Mark Abbott 


President, Soccer United Marketing: 


Doug Quinn 
Executive Vice President, SUM: 
Kathy Carter 


Sr. VP-Marketing & Communications: 


Dan Courtemanche 
VP-Marketing and Consumer 
Products: Stuart Crystal 


MLS Publishing 


Edson Buddle keeps his eye on the ball for the Galaxy: Page 11 


Table of Contents 


League Features 


Michael Jacobsen 
GM's Corner 18 The Beckham Era Begins 
Alexi Lalas says a blend of new and old j 'e hi 
_ gt ng sees poe players Takes feran exciting summer _ The artival of one of the world’s biggest 
j / Ichard s. Levy, Daniel F. Bellon, stars has changed MLS forever 
Bi ay 1% } Sergio M. Delgado 2007 Galaxy Schedule 
= ia : ) ‘ MLS Communications a 
g ” s" a" Will Kuhns, Stephen Rodriguez, 2007 Player Photos 
5 , j , 7 FS | ez Marisabel Mujioz, Sean Dennison, 
a : Ronnie O'Brien Benjamin Spencer Ramirez, Big Moves Lead 
Chris Kein & : 3 : Z : To Big Summer 
“, = Aas recta ss Rick Lawes, Susan Marschall, Galaxy are positioned for a run at the 
: a besser Alvaro Navazo MLS Cup playoffs 
Sacha Kijestan Z 
Brian Mullan Pat Noonan El Galaxy se Refuerza 
Pablo Mastoen) “aos Rl S ee MLS Team Media Departments Después de un Ano de 
wr ‘ ; Chicago Fire: Daniel Jankowski, Decepcion 
is Bai legan un par de internacionales con 
ag Jimmy Conrad igi : nas de ar : 
: oi Chivas USA: Keegan Pierce ga 


David Beckham 


Colorado Rapids: Jurgen Mainka 

Columbus Crew: Dave Stephany 

D.C. United: Doug Hicks 

FC Dallas: German Sferra 

Houston Dynamo: Lester Gretsch, 
Steve Mark 


Kansas City Wizards: Rob Thomson, 


Sarah Hardy 


Los Angeles Galaxy: Patrick Donnelly, 


Justin Pearson, David Beltran 
New York Red Bulls: Eric Tosi 


New England Revolution: Lizz Summers 


Real Salt Lake: Trey Fitz-Gerald 
Toronto FC: Michelle Lissel 


Galaxy Fantasy Cam 
Live the rear in 2007 y, e 


Kicks for Kids : 
A program of the Galaxy Foundation 


2008 Ticket Sales 
Now is the time to reserve your seats 


Joking Soccer 
Players talk about who inspires them 


Community Initiatives 
Be a part of some special events 


Hablando de Futbol 
Los jugadores del Galaxy hablan de los 
futbolistas que los inspiran 


Did You Know? 


26 The Argentina Influence 
More and more, players from Argentina 
are bringing their quality to MLS 


26 La influencia argentina 
Cada vez la MLS cuenta de jugadores 
pamperos 


44 Soccer’s Unsung Heroes 
Defensive midfielders are generally 
the key to any team’s success 


Photography provided by Galaxy facts and trivia 
MLS/Wirelmage : 
© Copyright 2007 Major League Soccer 


Publications. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or part without Los ANGELES GALAXY TEAM OFFICES 


permission of publisher is prohibited. The Home Depot Center 
18400 Avalon Bivd., Suite 200 - Carson CA 90746 
310-630-2200 - www.lagalaxy.com 


answer the call. stand up. 


Soccer Central 


12130 E. Carson St., Unit D 
Hawaiian Gardens CA 90716 


19019 Hawthorne Bivd. #200c 
Torrance CA 90503 


Niky’s Sports 


1248 S. Mariposa 
Los Angeles CA 90006 


1536 W. 7th 
Los Angeles CA 90017 


ni. 


GET YOUR OFFICIALLY LICENSED MLS GEAR HERE: 


GM's Corner 


elcome back to The Home 
Depot Center. July was an 
exciting month for the 


Galaxy. We played eight games in four 
different competitions, welcomed 
international superstar David 
Beckham to the Galaxy family, and 
unveiled our new uniforms and col- 
ors. 

You'll notice that your team has 
some new faces and a brand new 
look. 

The addition of experienced play- 
ers like Carlos Pavon, Chris Klein, 
Kelly Gray, Edson Buddle and Abel 
Xavier, as well as David Beckham, 
has strengthened our team for the 
second half of the season. These 
players, combined with our existing 
talent, will be the team that makes a 
run for the playoffs and beyond. 

Our new jersey design comes from 
a desire to create a clean and clas- 
sic look, and something that would 
stand the test of time. The new 
“Quasar” crest reflects this philoso- 
phy. A Quasar is the heart of a galaxy. 
It generates incredible light and ener- 
gy. Our crest shows a Quasar shining brightly in a 
deep blue California sky. It illuminates the initials 
“LA’, used globally to refer to our City of Angels. The 
gold color honors the Galaxy’s proud history and 
tradition in the Golden State. 

All of these changes have been made with the 
aim of giving you the team that you expect and 
deserve. The LA Galaxy has a long tradition of excel- 
lence, but our success has come from a willingness 


Alexi Lalas is looking forwerd to big things this summer 


Alexi Lalas says a blend of old and new Galaxy players 
has the team positioned for a run at the MLS Cup. 


to make bold moves and a steadfast belief in our 
ability. We're all a part of the Galaxy family, and like 
a family, there will always be ups and downs. But 
through it all, we remain committed to our team, to 
our fans and to each other. | want to thank you for 
your continued support and enjoy the game. 

Onwards and upwards. 

Alexi Lalas 

Los Angeles Galaxy 
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+2007 Scheaule 


Come see the Galexy live af The Home Depot Center 
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Sunday 
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Wednesday 
Saturday 
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Saturday 
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Thursday 


Saturday 
Tuesday 
Saturday 
Tuesday 
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Saturday 
Thursday 
Sunday 
Saturday 
Saturday 
Thursday 
Sunday 
Wednesday 
Sunday 
Thursday 
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Wednesday 
Sunday 
Wednesday 
Saturday 
Thursday 
Sunday 
Sunday 


DATE 
April 8 
April 12 
April 24 
April 28 
May 8 
May 12 
May 20 
May 23 
May 26 
June 02 
June 09 
June 17 
June 23 
July 4 
July 7 
July 10 
July 17 
July 19 


OPPONENT 
@ Houston 

FC Dallas 

@ Columbus* 
Chivas USA 
New York* 
New England 
@ Chivas USA 
Rangers FC” 
@ Colorado 
D.C. United 

@ FC Dallas 
Real Salt Lake 
Columbus 
Chicago 
Kansas City 

@ Richmond 
Tigres UANL% 
2007 Sierra Mist 


TIME 

4:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
4 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m., 


TV 
TeleFutura/FSN West 
ESPN2 
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TeleFutura/FSN Prime Ticket 


FSN West 
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HDNet/FSN West 

FSN West 
HDNet/FSN West 
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ESPN2/TeleFutura 


MLS All-Star Game vs. Celtic FC (Dick’s Sporting Goods Park; Commerce City, Colo.) 
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@ FC Dallas# 
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@ D.C. United 

@ New England 
@ New York 
Chivas USA 

@ Colorado 
Real Salt Lake 
Colorado 

@ Chivas USA 
Houston 

@ Real Salt Lake 
FC Dallas 

@ Kansas City 

@ Columbus 

@ Vancouver’ 

@ Houston 

Copa Minnesota vs. TBD 
Toronto FC 

New York 

@ Chicago 

MLS Cup 2007 


5:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
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HDNet/FSN West 
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HDNet/ FSN West (D) 


TeleFutura/ FSN West 


FSC 

ESPN2 

TeleFutura/ FSN West 
ABC/TeleFutura 


Eastern Conf. Champion vs. Western Conf. Champion (RFK Stadium; Washington D.C.) 


*-U.S.Open Cup *- Friendly % - World Series of Football #- SuperLiga (D) - Tape Delay 
Schedule Subject to Change Home Games in Bold Face 
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Los Angeles 
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here imagination saves the day. 
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Disney L 
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2007 Roster @ 


2007 ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 
No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Birthdate Hometown College 
5 Chris Albright DEF 6-1 177 01/14/1979 Philadelphia, Penn. Virginia 14 Edson Buddle 
23 David Beckham MID 6-0 165 05/02/1975 London, England - 
14 Edson Buddle FWD 6-1 170 05/21/1981 New Rochelle, N.Y. State Fair C.C. 
1 Joe Cannon GK 6-2 195 01/01/1975 LosAltos, Calif. Santa Clara st 
0 — Steve Cronin GK 6-2 197 05/28/1983 Fair Oaks, Calif. Santa Clara + 
10 Landon Donovan FWD 5-8 158 03/04/1982 Redlands, Calif. —_ } > : 
35 Lance Friesz GK 6-3 190 09/16/1983 Laguna Niguel, Calif. San Diego y OE 
9 Gavin Glinton FWD 5-11 175 03/01/1979 Brentwood, Calif. Bradley t) 
21 Alan Gordon FWD 6-3 183 10/16/1981 Gilbert, Ariz. Oregon State 
22 Kelly Gray DEF 6-2 185 04/07/1981 San Jose, Calif. Portland S Z = 
3 TyHarden DEF 6-1 190 03/06/1984 Junction City, Ore. Washington ~~ 1a.Aea = 
6 Kevin Harmse MID 6-1 180 07/04/1984 Vancouver, BC - eae B Gain Ba" Alan Gord a aE 
4 Ante Jazic DEF 5-11 175 02/27/1976 Halifax, Nova Scotia Dalhousie Univ. : se a pacts ssanoha 
13 Cobi Jones MID 5-7 165 06/16/1970 Westlake Village, Calif. UCLA 
15 Quavas Kirk MID 6-1 185 04/13/1988 Aurora, Ill. -- 
7 Chris Klein MID 6-0 185 01/04/1976 St. Louis, Mo. Indiana 
18 Kyle Martino MID 5-10 155 02/19/1981 Westport, Conn. Virginia 
20 Carlos Pavon FWD 5-9 175 10/09/1973 Tegucigalpa, Honduras -- 
2 Mike Randolph D/M 5-7 155 12/03/1985 Chino Hills, Calif. Yavapai College se 
12 Troy Roberts DEF 5-11 180 09/18/1983 Fremont, Calif. California - 
19 Josh Tudela MID 5-9 160 03/13/1984 Evansville, Ind. Indiana ~ 
8 Peter Vagenas MID 5-8 157 02/06/1978 Pasadena, Calif. UCLA 
16 Kyle Veris DEF 64 195 03/15/1983 Strongsville, Ohio Ohio State 
17 Abel Xavier DEF 6-1 180 11/30/1972 Nampula, Mozambique -- 4 Ante Jaziic 13 Cobi Jones 
2007 NUMERICAL ROSTER 
No. Player Pos. Pronunciation Place of Birth Last Team 
0 Steve Cronin GK Sacramento, Calif. SJ Earthquakes (MLS) 
1 Joe Cannon GK Sun Valley, Idaho Colorado Rapids (MLS) 
2 Mike Randolph DEF Chino Hills, Calif. Portland Timbers (USL-1) 
3. Ty Harden DEF Junction City, Ore. - 
4 Ante Jazic DEF  AHN-tay JAH-zic — Halifax, Nova Scotia Kuban Krasnodor (RUS) 
5 — Chris Albright DEF  ALL-brite Philadelphia, Penn. D.C. United (MLS) 
6 Kevin Harmse MID HARMS Johannesburg, South Africa FC Nitra (SLO) 
7 Chris Klein MID St. Louis, Mo. Real Salt Lake (MLS) 
8 Peter Vagenas MID — vye-YAY-nuss Pasadena, Calif. -- eu cetion avon 
9 Gavin Glinton FWD Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Charleston Battery (USL-1) 
10 Landon Donovan FWD Ontario, Calif. Bayer Leverkusen (GER) 
12 Troy Roberts DEF San Jose, Calif. -- 
13 Cobi Jones MID Detroit, Mich. Vasco da Gama (BRA) 
14 Edson Buddle FWD New Rochelle, N.Y. Toronto FC (MLS) yc 
15 Quavas Kirk MID —QUAY-vas Aurora, Ill. - q #) 
16 Kyle Veris DEF  ve-RIS Washington, D.C. - \ * 
17. Abel Xavier DEF A-bell ex-AH-vee-AIR Nampula, Mozambique Middlesbrough (ENG) 
18 Kyle Martino MID Westport, Conn. Columbus Crew (MLS) y 
19 Josh Tudela MID TOO-del-lah Evansville, Ind. - a 2 
20 Carlos Pavon FWD _ pah-VONE Tegucigalpa, Honduras Real Espafia (HON) 19 Josh Tudela 8 Peter Vagenas 16 Kyle Veris 17 Abel Xavier Frank Yallop 
21 Alan Gordon FWD Long Beach, Calif. Portland Timbers (USL-1) 
22 Kelly Gray DEF Palo Alto, Calif. Houston Dynamo (MLS) 
23 David Beckham MID London, England Real Madrid (SPA) 
35 Lance Friesz GK freeze Mission Viejo, Calif. - 


Head Coach: Frank Yallop - Assistant Coaches: Paul Bravo; Trevor James; Goalkeeper Coach: Tim Hanley 
Head Athletic Trainer: lvan Pierra - Assistant Athletic Trainer: Cecelia Gutierrez 

Equipment Manager: Raul Vargas - Equipment Coordinator: Jose Vega 

Team Administrator: Anthony Garcia 
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Llame a su Distribuidor Independiente Herbalife 
0 visite Herbalife.com 


Official Nutrition Company and Presenting Sponsor of the LA Galaxy 


W HERBALIFE 


Galaxy are positioned for 3 run af the MLSCup playoffs 


fter being shut out of the playoffs last year, 

the Galaxy made it quite clear that it would 

not happen again this year. During the pre- 
season, the team made some big moves by bring- 
ing in David Beckham, Joe Cannon and Nate 
Jaqua to shake things up and help return the 
Galaxy to the top of the MLS 
heap. But following an indiffer- 
ent start to the 2007 cam- 
paign, the duo of head coach 
Frank Yallop and President and 
General Manager Alexi Lalas 
made a series of changes to try 
and get the club back on track. 

Forwards Edson Buddle and 
Carlos Pavon were brought in to 
help spur the Galaxy attack 
while Kelly Gray, Chris Klein and 
Abel Xavier added their talent, 
guile and experience to the 
midfield and defense. 

However, as is the case in 
Major League Soccer, the 
Galaxy have had to give up 
quality in order to get quality. 
That meant that long-time 
Galaxy stalwart Tyrone Marshall 
was sent to Toronto, young stars 
Nathan Sturgis and Robbie 
Findley went to Real Salt Lake, 
Nate Jaqua ended up in 
Houston, Santino Quaranta was 
traded to New York for a draft 
pick and lan Russell was 
released. 

As difficult as it was for 


Yallop to trade away many of the players that he 
did, even harder in many respects was bringing all 
of the new faces into the squad while trying to 
maintain a cohesive team that was capable of 
winning, many times despite having played 

(Continued on page 13) 


Edson Buddle has proven to be a force up front for the Galaxy this season. 
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There are plenty of reasons to get an 
ADT Security System. What are yours? 


Worried about your home and family when you're 
not there? Now there's never been a better time to 
get the secure feeling of ADT, America’s number 
one security company. 


A single ADT system can help protect your family 
from burglary, fire and carbon monoxide. And our 
security experts monitor your home 24/7. 


So enjoy the game, knowing that ADT is a part of 
your home team. 


ADT Always There? 


©2007 ADT Security Services, Inc. ADT, the ADT Logo, ADT Always There and 1-800-ADT-ASAP 
are registered trademarks of ADT Services, AG, and are used under license. 


(Continued from page 11) 
together for a day or two in training. 

“It is never easy for a team or a coach when 
you've juggled the lineup through no fault of your 
own,” said Yallop who has used the same lineup in 
consecutive games just once this season. “It has 
not been easy, but credit to our guys they’ve stuck 
to it and made sure that they’ve tried their best 
when they are playing, but it would be nice to get 
a bit of a settled lineup, especially in the goal- 
keeper and the back four so that they can become 
a nice tight unit.” 

The first of those changes came on June 17 in 
a home game against Real Salt Lake. Both Buddle 
and Xavier, who was signed in May but wasnot eli- 
gible to play until the International Transfer 
Window opened on June 15, made their debuts 
for the Galaxy on that day and the pair hooked up 
in the 25th minute to produce a fantastic goal, 
giving the home side a 2-1 lead which they would 
not relinquish. Xavier, 

While that assist did show up on the score- 
sheet, it is the things that Xavier brings to the 
table that do not appear on the scoresheet that 
made him such an attractive option for the Galaxy. 

“| love his enthusiasm. Enthusiasm for me is a 


big thing with Abel. He’s appetite to play the game 
and want to win; even in training, he’s really 
focused,” Yallop said of the former Portuguese 
international who represented his country at the 
2000 European Championships and the 2002 
FIFA World Cup. “He’s a great professional. | think 
he’s already rubbed off on some of our guys — the 
way he comes in everyday ready to practice prop- 
erly and is ready to play every match. He’s been a 
great addition to us.” 

LA’s other foreign acquisition was forward 
Carlos Pavon who joined the Galaxy in mid-June 
after representing his native Honduras in the Gold 
Cup. Pavon, who serves as the National Team cap- 
tain, led the tournament with five goals, including 
four in one game against Cuba, to bring his 
National Team goal tally to 47. The 33-year old 
has scored 100 goals during a distinguished club 
career that has taken him to Guatemala, 
Honduras, Italy, Mexico and Spain and now looks 
to MLS and the Galaxy as yet another new adven- 
ture. 

Pavon made his Galaxy debut on July 4 in the 
win against Chicago, replacing Cobi Jones in the 
second half, and while he did not find the goal on 

(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from page 13) 

that night, he did challenge goal- 
keeper Jon Busch on a number of 
occasions and all signs pointed to 
the ‘Catrachos’ striker proving to be a 
major hit at The Home Depot Center. 

While those two, as well as David 
Beckham, had no MLS experience 
prior to joining the Galaxy, the club 
has also brought in three proven 
MLS veterans in Edson Buddle, Kelly 
Gray and Chris Klein. 

Buddle was the first to arrive, 
coming in mid-June from Toronto FC 
in exchange for defender Tyrone 
Marshall. He was also the first to 
make an impact, scoring in each of 
his first two games with the club, 
becoming the first LA player to do so 
in four years. While he had always 
shown a knack for scoring, especial- 
ly in Columbus from 2002-2005 
when he scored 39 of his 50 career 
goals, Buddle had failed to score in 


10 games North of the Border this Kelly Gray, a former MLS Cup winner, brings playoff experience to Los Angeles. 


season and has benefited from a 
change of scenery. 

“| think he started quite well in Toronto, and 
until they signed Cunningham was playing not 
bad,’ Yallop said. “| thought we needed an injec- 
tion of a forward with Alan (Gordon) and Gavin 
(Glinton) both being injured at the time. We were 
really light up front and we made sure we picked 
the right guy, and once knew it was Edson | felt it 
was a good move for us. Losing Tyrone was never 
easy, but | think Edson has been enthusiastic in 
his move here and | think he’s settled in already. 
Scoring two goals in his first two games is a good 
start from him and | hope that continuity sticks 
with him, and he can really do well.” 

Joining Buddle was a pair of former MLS Cup 
winners in Gray, who came from Houston where he 
won the MLS Cup last season and Klein, who 
began his career in Kansas City before moving to 
Real Salt Lake, each of whom has experience in 
the U.S. National Team setup at different levels. 

The other big thing that the pair brings is ver- 
satility. 


Gray is capable of playing anywhere across the 
back or in midfield while Klein, whose natural 
position is as a right-sided wide midfielder, start- 
ed his first game with the Galaxy in central mid- 
field and then played at right back, a position that 
he has also played for the National Team, against 
Chicago on Independence Day. 

“Chris is a National Team pool player, so | think 
there is no doubt in Chris’ ability and versatility,’ 
said Yallop. “We see him as a right sided player. 
Hopefully, the right side midfield area, but he’s 
filled in at right back and done a real good job. 
He’s a good seasoned pro, and again, someone 
you can really count on when the going gets 
tough.” 

With six new players on the books, and a host 
of remaining stars, the Galaxy looked primed to 
make another run at the MLS Cup in 2007. As the 
adage goes, it’s not how you start, but how you fin- 
ish, and Frank Yallop’s squad will be looking to 
prove that to be true by lifting the MLS Cup at RFK 
Stadium on November 18. 
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E! Galaxy se Refuerza 
Despues de un Ajic 


de Decepcion 
Ulegen Un par de infernacionales con ganas de tuner 


D espués de quedar eliminados de la liguilla Cannon y Nate Jaqua, para empezar un trdmite de 


el afio pasado, el Galaxy le dejo muy claro cambios para regresar al Galaxy a la gloria de la 


que esto no pasaria por una segunda MLS. Pero después de empezar la temporada del LA GALAKY.COM/ ESPANOL 
ocasion. Durante la pretemporada el club inicio 2007 con unos resultados poco placentees, el Noticias 
cambios fuertes en traer a David Beckham, Joe director técnico y el Presidente y Gerente General 


Alexi Lalas, iniciaron otra serie de trdmites 
para retornar al club en una buena forma. 

Los delanteros Edson Buddle y Carlos 
Pavon fueron contratados para reforzar el 
ataque del Galaxy, asi como Kelly Gray, 
Chris Klein y Abel Xavier agregaron su talen- 
to y experiencia en el mediocampo y defen- 
sa. 

Pero como es el caso en Major League 
Soccer, el Galaxy tuvo que ofrecer calidad 
para recibir calidad. Eso significo que el 
legendario veterano del Galaxy Tyrone 
Marshall se fue a Toronto, las estrellas juve- 
niles Nathan Sturgis y Robbie Findley a Real 
Salt Lake, Nate Jaqua en Houston, Santino 
Quaranta termino en Nueva York y lan 
Russell fue dado de baja. 


Las eae 
Ultim aS EI GOLD STANDARD 
i te PRESENTADO POR 
e 
Ahora en eee 


md 
Espanol Promociones 


Tan dificil que lo fue para Yallop inter- Noticias de Ultima Hora 
cambiar todos estos jugadores, tal vez mas 
dificil fue integrar las nuevas carras del club Eventos Especiales 


y mantener un equipo unido que trabajara 
junto en la cancha sin haber jugado mas 
que un dia junto. 

“Nunca es facil para un equipo o entre- 
_— a nador tener tantos cambios en el plantel tit- 
Abel Xavier aporta su experiencia en la defensa del Galaxy ular sin que sea tu culpa,” dijo Yallop quien 


—_ se ee se ee ee ee ee ee ee eS ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 

po me ee ee oe —— 

. os cme eee eee ee ee ee ee ER Ee ee eee ee ee ee ee 
ONT ORE og ees to mw eee a ee 
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Klein ha demostrado que e Je los mejores en esta liga 


no € alineado los mismos once para 
mas de dos partidos consecutivos 
esta temporada. “No a sido nada 
facil, pero le doy merito a los 
muchachos por su determinacion y 
por dar todo lo que tienen en la 
cancha, y también fuera bueno 
tener un cuadro constante para que 
se conozcan y jueguen mas pare- 
jos.” 

El primero de los cambios llego 
el 17 de junio en un partido de 
casa contra Real Salt Lake. Buddle 
y Xavier, ambos contratados en 
mayo, debutaron con el Galaxy ese 
dia y el par conecto en el minuto 25 
para realizar un golazo que le dio al 
equipo galdactico un triunfo de 2-1. 

El pase a gol es evidente en las 
estadisticas, pero son las cosas que 
no aparecen en estadisticas que 
destacaron la contratacién de 
Xavier par el Galaxy. 

“Me encanta el entusiasmo que 
aporta. El entusiasmo para mi es 
algo muy importante de Abel. Su 


Surf the biggest car site. 


We have the most cars in L.A. 


AutoTrader > 


The ultimate automotive marketplace. 


apetito para jugar el juego y triunfar; 
hasta en los entrenamientos llega muy 
concentrado,” dijo Yallop del ex interna- 
cional portugués quien represento a su 
pais en el Campeonato Europeo 2000 y 
la Copa del Mundo 2002. “Es un gran 
professional, y creo que sus calidades ya 
se han contagiado- la menera en que 
llega todos los dias preparado para 
entrenar y jugar cada partido. El a sido un 
fichaje importante.” 

La otra contratacion extranjera del Los 
Angeles fue la de Carlos Pavon, quien se 
sumo al club a mediados de Junio, 
después de representar Honduras en la 
Copa Oro de la CONCACAF. Pavon no 
solamente fue capitan de su seleccidn, 
pero también fue el maximo goleador del 
torneo con cinco goles, con cuatro de 
ellos marcados contra Cuba, que suma 
en su carrera 47 goles. El jugador de 33 
afios a anotado 100 goles en su carrera 
con clubes, que lo han llevado a 
Guatemala, Honduras, Italia, México y 
Espafia, y ahora espera destacar con una 
nueva etapa en la MLS y el Galaxy. 
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The Beckham Era 
Begins In MLS 


league’s march through history. Oh, there are 

historic highlights and important benchmarks, 
such as the memorable championships, the seem- 
ingly unreachable record that is occasionally 
achieved or the celebrated debut of flagship facili- 
ties. 

But in the bigger picture, players come and go, 
teams rise and fall, trophies are lifted and dreams 
are occasionally dashed. Then we all go talk about 
it over Tex-Mex or a post-game soda and move on 
with life. 

Of course, there are 
exceptions. The moment of 
David Beckham’s embarka- 
tion on MLS shores is sure- 
ly one of them. 

Few would argue that the 
moment of this fashion icon 
and tabloid fixture’s acqui- 
sition changed Major 
League Soccer forever. The 
instant of his initial arrival 
at the Los Angeles Galaxy 
training ground moved the 
needle of cultural aware- 
ness further still. And the 
moment Beckham plants 
his first adidas shoe bottom 
on an MLS pitch will mark a 
truly consequential 
moment for the 12-year-old 
league, for no figure in glob- 
al sports carries such heft 


T= are few truly epochal moments in any 


in awareness, marketing influence and general 
“wow” factor. 

Oh, the man can play a little bit, too. They did, 
after all, name a movie after him. Bend it Like 
Beckham was a surprise box office success in 
2002, so named for the gifted midfielder’s ability to 
manipulate free kicks in sublime and YouTube-wor- 
thy ways. 

So powerful is the Beckham force that his bally- 
hooed arrival altered the MLS landscape even 
before it was negotiated; the acquisition mecha- 
nism that allowed the Los 
Angeles Galaxy to afford 
him in the first place has 
been commonly referred 
to as “The Beckham 
Rule” for almost a year 
now. 

“This is a huge step 
forward for the league,’ 
New England Revolution 
manager Steve Nicol 
said. “That we can attract 
someone of that stature 
means so much for Major 
League Soccer.” 

The Beckham tsunami 
landed with the force of 
an Abrams tank on 
January 12 as the league 
announced his acquisi- 
tion amid tremendous 
international media clat- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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ter. For in Beckham - a branding tour de force with 
his name famously attached to everything from fra- 
grances to sneakers and sunglasses - a league with 
only a smattering of global soccer cred had 
acquired surely the most famous soccer player on 
the planet. 

Even in the United States, sports fans and non- 
fans alike, even if they didn’t know a corner kick 
from corner bar, knew of Beckham and his famous 
wife. The handsome midfielder and frequent model 
is married to Victoria Adams, better known in her 
Spice Girl days as Posh. 


Beckham's move from global heavyweight Real 


Madrid to Major League Soccer immediately began 
delivering an unrivaled wave of publicity for the 
league, which has grown steadily since its 1996 
launch but had never been treated so regally by the 
national media. A trade just a month before involv- 
ing young star Freddy Adu had merited a small 
headline, or even less, in many U.S. dailies and lit- 
tle mention on ubiquitous sports talk radio. And 


One of the world’s most recognizable athletes, 
Beckham's arrival is bringing a wave of publicity 


SS 


‘MR 


The ability of the man from the east side of London 
to serve a wicked free kick has long been a hallmark 


that was probably the biggest trade in MLS history. 

Beckham's acquisition, even though he wouldn't 
arrive for another seven months, quickly over- 
whelmed any Adu buzz. Suddenly, Dan Patrick was 
talking up Beckham on his popular afternoon ESPN 
radio show. NPR dissected his financial impact over 
the public radio airwaves. “Good Morning America” 
and similar high-profile shows, which previously 
only nibbled at the edges of soccer, were suddenly 
engaged. 

“Obviously, this is a very, very memorable day in 
the history of sports,” MLS Commissioner Don 
Garber said that afternoon. “Not just in our league, 
but in the history of sports.” 

Why all the fuss? Well, where to start? 

In short, the man from a humble East London 
upbringing has parlayed an amazing ability to deliv- 
er free kicks and service from the right with dashing 
looks and charisma usually bestowed upon A-list 
movie stars. He found glory at Manchester United, 
striking for 86 goals in 397 matches for the English 
Premiership giant. His legend grew further for his 
part on England’s storied national team, accepting 
the captaincy along the way. Soon enough, 
Beckham was the English football equivalent of the 
Beatles — internationally recognized, almost univer- 
sally adored and certainly a marketer's delight. 

His celebrated $35 million transfer to Real 

(Continued on page 22) 
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(Continued from page 20) 
Madrid was one of the world sports’ most 
acclaimed stories in 2003. 

So, how much can “Becks” deliver on the field in 
2007? Plenty, by all indications. 

Initial reports, especially among dispatches from 
the Old World, insinuated that Major League Soccer 
was getting Beckham Lite; that is, that he was past 
his prime, that age and injury would have him fight- 
ing only with his weaker hand in MLS stadiums. At 
31, he was pretty much done, most international 
critics seemed to agree. They cited as evidence his 
foundering international career, which at that 
moment seemed over. 

That was in January, as Beckham announced his 


As Beckham comes to Major League 


recalled with great success to England's national team. 


Soccer, his career is truly on the upswing 


intention to depart Spain’s regal Real Madrid. The 
illustrious midfielder had spent four seasons play- 
ing at city’s famed Estadio Bernabeu and winning 
over the passionate Spanish fans. 

But Beckham, having already stepped down as 
England captain, was now departing the European 
theater altogether. Real Madrid’s manager Fabio 
Capello, hurt for the departure and perhaps playing 
to the cruel critics, promised that Beckham would 
never play again at the Bernabeu. That was a big 
promise, seeing as Madrid was starting to slump 
and still had four months remaining in its champi- 
onship chase. 

Real Madrid’s winter slump coincided roughly with 

(Continued on page 24) 
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(Continued from page 22) 

a difficult spell of injury for Beckham. So it was prob- 
ably no coincidence that Beckham got back on the 
field just as Real Madrid launched a stirring rally in the 
standings. On the final day of a historically tight La 
Liga competition, Beckham was among the starting 
11 as Real Madrid clinched its latest league crown. 

“| couldn’t have dreamt it any better,” Beckham 
told Sky Sports News. “It’s been about winning the 
title for the last six months — and we’ve deserved it 
tonight. It’s been an incredible experience, but all | 
remember now is the great things. Winning this 
tonight now puts to bed everything else” 

Later that same day, as Los Angeles general man- 
ager Alexi Lalas discussed Beckham’s nearing 
arrival at The Home Depot Center, he spoke of how 
much the La Liga title surely meant to Beckham. 

“This is a man who lives his life under tremen- 
dous pressure, with tremendous scrutiny; Lalas 
said. “To go out winning a championship like this is 
so wonderful. I’m so happy for him.” 

And those critics had to eat their words. The 
Beckham they saw before them was energized and 
spry, striking those pinpoint crosses with all the 
authority and-verve of 10 years. earlier. Even the 
most venomous critics were forced to concede that 
Beckham is still near the top of his highly decorat- 
ed game as he joins MLS . 

“What he has done in the last few months goes 
beyond the imagination. Becks has even shocked 
me, in the most positive way. He’s playing the best 
football of his life. | know because | train with him 
and | play with him,’ said Real Madrid teammate 
Ruud van Nistelrooy to the Sunday Mirror. “I rate 
him so highly because he can pass the ball to me 
from anywhere on the pitch, so accurately and with 
such speed that it's a deadly weapon against 
defenders.” 

England manager Steve McClaren made the 
same humble confession, inviting Beckham back 
onto the national team scene. Now Beckham once 
again seems to be a major part of the plan as 
England stretches itself in qualifying for the 2008 
European Championships. 

“You can see it, you know it and | know it — he’s 
immense. He has set up three of the four goals we 
have scored since he came back and that’s why 
he’s on the team,’ McClaren said after England’s 3- 
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0 victory against Estonia in Euro 2008 qualifying. 
“David Beckham is a very, very good player and 
deserves to be on the team.” 

That might take him away from some MLS match- 
es. But the Los Angeles Galaxy's schedule is weight- 
ed to get the most out of Beckham’s time here. The 
Galaxy, ieague champions in 2002 and 2005, are 
scheduled to play at least 23 matches following his 
mid-July arrival. 

Beckham’s impact on the MLS bottom line can’t be 
over-estimated. League schedule makers worked 
overtime to ensure an L.A. Galaxy appearance at every 
MLS venue after Beckham's scheduled arrival. Injuries 
and international call-ups could remove Beckham 
temporarily from the lineup, of course, but the extra 
attention to the schedule guaranteed all 13 MLS 
clubs an opportunity to see the man play in person. 

Most clubs built ticket selling campaigns around 
the legend’s visit, offering “Beckham Packs.’ 
Revolution general manager Craig Tornberg 
espoused a fairly typical sentiment around the 
league: “Our fans’ response to David Beckham and 
his first appearance with the Galaxy here at Gillette 
Stadium has been remarkable,” he said. 


Steve Davis is a freelance writer who has covered 
Major League Soccer since its inception and cur- 
rently covers the league for publications such as 
MLSnet.com and ESPNSoccernet.com 
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The ease with Conocida es por todos 


which the 
Argentinean soccer 
player is able to emi- 
grate in search of 
new professional 
challenges is known 
throughout the game 
— mainly to Europe. 
And it's not in vain 
that the high-pow- 
ered leagues of the 
Old Continent are 
able to count upon a 
multitude of players 
from Argentina. But 
lately, the United 
States is also being 
considered by star 
players from this 
world power as a 


(Continued on page 28) 


la facilidad que tiene el 
futbolista argentino de 
emigrar en busca de 
nuevos retos profesion- 
ales, principalmente a 
Europa. No en vano las 
ligas punteras del Viejo 
Continente cuentan con 
multitud de jugadores 
argentinos. Pero ultima- 
mente Estados Unidos 
también esta siendo con- 
siderado como un pais 
valido entre los futbolis- 
tas de este importante 
pais sudamericano para 
desarrollar sus carreras. 
Sin ir mas lejos, esta 
temporada Columbus 
Crew cerré uno de los 


(Continua en la pagina 28) 
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(Continued from page 26) 
country where they can expand their careers. 

One needs look no farther than this season, 
when the Columbus Crew captured one of the 
most important signings in the history of MLS, 
acquiring Guillermo Barros Schelotto from the leg- 
endary club Boca Juniors, with whom he won 17 
titles during his time there. 

Barros Schelotto, who played more than 400 
games in Argentina, passed the 100-goal mark 
and represented his country in international com- 
petition, has raised the level in the quality of the 
Ohio team. Schelotto is an idol in Argentina, 
where the media continually follow his perform- 
ances in MLS. He has already started to make his 
mark as one of the leaders in assists — and in his 
ability to infuse the Columbus Crew with that pas- 
sion for the game that is so special, so character- 
istic of Argentinean soccer. 

“Major League Soccer is growing, the level is 
rising, and if players who are well known interna- 
tionally continue to arrive as they have this sea- 
son, at least two or three per team, the league will 
be more competitive,” Barros Schelotto said. 
“Every day-more Argentineans are arriving in MLS 

(Continued on page 30) 
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fichajes mas importantes de la historia de la MLS, 
al traer a Guillermo Barros Schelotto, procedente 
del legendario club Boca Juniors con el cual-con- 
siguié 17 titulos. Barros Schelotto, que jugo casi 
400 partidos en Argentina, superando la barrera 
de los 100 goles, e incluso lleg6 a representar a 
la seleccién nacional, ha supuesto un salto de 
calidad para el equipo de Ohio. Schelotto es un 
fdolo en Argentina, donde la prensa sigue sus 
actuaciones en la MLS continuamente. Es uno de 
los Ifderes de la MLS en asistencias y esta con- 
Siguiendo contagiar a Columbus Crew con esa 
pasi6n futbolistica tan especial, caracteristica del 
futbol argentino. 

“La MLS esté creciendo, el nivel va subiendo, si 
contindan llegando jugadores conocidos interna- 
cionalmente como esta temporada, al menos 2 6 
3 por equipo, la liga seré mas competitiva”, 
comenta Barros Schelotto. “Cada vez estan llegan- 
do més argentinos a la MLS y eso es positivo. 
Una vez superada la mayor barrera, que es la del 
idioma, el jugador argentino puede aportar mucho 
en la MLS", afirma la estrella del Crew. 
~ Otro nombre propio en esta afluencia de 

(Continua en la pagina 30 
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(Continued from page 28) 
and that is a positive. 
Once they overcome the 
larger barrier - that of the 
language - the 
Argentinean player can 
contribute a lot in MLS? 
the Crew star said. 
Another big name in 
this infusion of 
Argentinean players in 
MLS is Christian Gomez. 
The D.C. United playmaker 
arrived in the league dur- 
ing the summer of 2004 
and just a few months 
later had already raised 
his first MLS Cup. In 
2005, he was named as 
part of the MLS Best XI, 
and in 2005 and 2006 
was a member of the MLS 
All-Star team that defeat- 


ed Chelsea FC in the 
(Continued on page 32) 


Pablo Ricchetti, a force in midfield for FC Dallas 
Pablo Ricchetti, fuerza argentina al servicio de FC Dallas. 
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jugadores argentinos a la 
MLS es Christian Gomez. 
El jugador del D.C. United 
lleg6 a la liga en el vera- 
no de 2004 y tan solo 
unos meses después ya 
alzaba su primera Copa 
MLS. En 2005 formo 
parte del Equipo Ideal de 
la liga y tanto en 2005 
como en 2006 disputo el 
Juego de las Estrellas de 
la MLS, derrotando al 
Chelsea FC. 
“Personalmente estoy 
muy contento con la lle- 
gada de mas compatrio- 
tas”, sefala Gomez. “Yo 
fui uno de los primeros y 
he podido abrir las puer- 
tas a los demas”. 

+4 Gomez, que debuto 


como futbolista profe- 
(Continua en la pagina 32) 
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(Continued from page 30) 
Sierra Mist All-Star 
Game. 

“Personally I’m very 
pleased with the arrival 
of more compatriots,” 
Gdmez said. “I was one 
of the first and I’ve been 
able to open doors for 
the others.” 

‘Gémez, who made his 
debut as a professional 
soccer player in Argentina 
when he was only 17 
years old, last year led 
D.C. United with 14 goals 
and 11 assists. The 
member of the Black- 
and-Red is a regular in 
nominations for the 
selections of MLS Goal of 
the Week and the 
league's Player of the 
Week. 

“Adaptation is always 


Left-footed magician Carlos Marinelli of the K.C. Wizards 
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sional en Argentina cuan- 
do tan solo tenia 17 
anos, lidero al D.C. 
United la temporada 
pasada tanto en goles 
(14) como en asistencias 
(11). El rojinegro es un 
asiduo a las votaciones 
del mejor jugador y mejor 
gol de la semana. “La 
adaptacion siempre es 
dificil, porque es un pais 
diferente, otra cultura, 
otro idioma, un estilo de 
juego distinto, etc. Pero 
muchos de los que llegan 
terminan quedandose’”, 
apunta la estrella del 
Cuadro capitalino. 

Gémez también es 
optimista acerca del 
futuro de la MLS. “En 5 
anos podemos estar a la 


altura de Europa, si 
(Continua en la pagina 34) 
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(Continued from page 32) 
difficult, because it is another 
country, another culture, 
another language, the style of 
a different game, etc.” Gomez 
said. “But most of those who 
come end up staying.” 

Gémez is also optimistic 
about the future of MLS. “In 
five years we can be at the 
level of Europe, if big-name 
figures continue to arrive in 
our midst and bring a differ- 
ent passion for soccer. In 
addition, the American players 
are also improving.” 

Argentina is a country that 
breathes soccer, where the 
children play in the streets 
until their mothers come out 
to bring them home for the 
night. It’s a country that 

(Continued on page 38) 
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(Viene de la pagina 32) 
siguen llegando figuras de 
mas repercusion en los 
medios, que traen una 
pasion distinta sobre el ftit- 
bol. Ademas, los jugadores 
americanos también estan 
mejorando”. 

Argentina es un pais que 
respira futbol, donde los 
nifos juegan en los llama- 
dos “potreros” hasta que 
sus madres salen a buscar- 
los ya de noche. Un pais 
que se paraliza cuando 
juega la seleccién nacional, 
en el que los mayores 
eventos estan relacionados 
con partidos de futbol y 
donde los futbolistas son 
considerados idolos de 
masas. 

(Continua en la pagina 38) 
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(Continued from page 34) 
becomes paralyzed when the national team plays, 
one where the biggest events usually involve soc- 
cer matches and one where players are idols of 
the masses. 

Passion, quality, skill, commitment, competitive- 
ness — these are the attributes most widely held 
by the Argentinean soccer players who are born 
with a ball at their feet and grow up breathing the 
atmosphere of the most important sport in the 
country. And those are qualities that MLS receives 
with the arrival of those players, who in turn help 
their teammates improve and stand out with their 
teams. 

Another clear example 
is Carlos Marinelli of the 
Kansas City Wizards. The 
left-footed midfielder is an 
authentic globetrotter in 
the world of soccer, having 
played as much in 
Argentina as in England, 
Italy and Portugal. He 
made his debut in the 
English Premier League at 
17 years old, and now he 
is a young but experienced 
player with a key role in 
the Wizards rise. 

“The Argentinean soccer 
player is able to adapt to 
any league in the world, 
and in MLS he can make a 
difference,’ said Marinelli, 
who as a youngster was 
known as “the new 
Maradona.’ “Soccer contin- 
ues to grow in this country, 
the teams are more com- 
petitive every day.” 

But those players are 
just the tip of the iceberg 
among the Argentinean 
players plying their trade in 
MLS at the moment. There 
are players like defender 


(Continued on page 40) 


(Viene de la pagina 34) 

Pasion, calidad, destreza, compromiso, compet- 
itividad, etc., son atributos propios del futbolista 
argentino. Jugadores que nacen con un balén y 
crecen respirando el ambiente del deporte mas 
importante de aquel pais. Y estas cualidades son 
las que recibe la MLS con la llegada de estos fut- 
bolistas, que hacen mejorar a sus companeros y 
destacan en sus equipos. 

Otro claro ejemplo es el jugador del Kansas 
City Wizards, Carlos Marinelli. Este mediocampista 
zurdo es un autentico trotamundos del futbol, 
habiendo jugado tanto en Argentina como en 
Inglaterra, Italia y Portugal. Debuto en la Premier 

League inglesa a 

== los 17 anos, y 
\ ahora es un jugador 
joven pero experi- 
mentado con un 
papel importante 
en los Wizards. 

“El futbolista 
argentino es capaz 
de adaptarse a 
cualquier liga del 
mundo, y en la MLS 
puede marcar difer- 
encias”, asegura 
Marinelli, que en su 
dia fue bautizado 
como ‘el nuevo 
Maradona”. “El fut- 
bol sigue creciendo 
en este pais, los 
equipos cada vez 
son mas competi- 
tivos”. 

Pero estos 
jugadores son tan 
solo la punta del 
iceberg de otros 
jugadores argenti- 
nos que militan 
actualmente en la 
MLS, siendo en 
total siete. Casos 


(Continua en la pagina 40) 
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A standout in England and with Argentina's River Plate, Juan Pablo Angel leads the Red Bulls attack 
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(Continued from page 38) (Viene de la pagina 38) 
Facundo Erpen and Nicolas Hernandez of the como los de Facundo Erpen y Nicolas Hernandez, 
Colorado Rapids, or Dario Sala and Pablo ambos en Colorado Rapids o Pablo Ricchetti y 
Ricchetti of FC Dallas, all a reflection of the Dario Sala en FC Dallas son un reflejo 
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(Continued from page 40) 
acceptance of the 
Argentinean player in MLS, 
covering the entirety of the 
United States. There are also 
players like Colorado's Pablo 
Mastroeni, a U.S. internation- 
al born in Argentina, and 
New York Red Bulls striker 
Juan Pablo Angel, who 
although of Colombian 
descent made his name with 
River Plate, another of the 
great clubs of Buenos Aires. 
For the Argentinean fan, 
soccer is not just a sport, it 
is almost a religion, one that 
is present in the home, at 
work, on the streets, in the 
mass media — and one that 
occupies a vital part of daily 
life. For the Argentinean soc- 
cer player, it’s a similar situa- 
tion, where soccer is lived U.S. international and Argentina native Pablo Mastroeni 
(Continued on page 44) Mastroeni, internacional con EL.UU, lene ongenes argentino: 


US Youth Soccer is the largest youth sports 
organization in the country. Made up of 
over 3 million registered boys and girls, 

ages four to 19, and nearly 1 million 
adult administrators and coaches. 
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de la aceptacion de 
los futbolistas 
argentinos, muy 
expandida por todos 
los Estados Unidos. 
Otros ejemplos a 
destacar son Pablo 
Mastroeni, jugador 
internacional con la 
seleccién de Estados 
Unidos nacido en 
Argentina, y Juan 
Pablo Angel, que 
aunque es colom- 
biano se desarrollo 
como futbolista en 
River Plate, otro de 
los grandes clubes 
de Buenos Aires. 
Para el aficionado 
argentino el futbol no 
es solo un deporte, 


es Casi una religion, 
(Continua en la pagina 44) 
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(Continued from page 42) (Viene de la pagina 42) 
every minute. This passion, this hope to play and que esta presente en la casa, el trabajo, la calle, 


improve the level of quality and of stylish soccer in los medios de comunicacion, etc., y que ocupa 

MLS, has been making the league more and more una parte principal de la vida cotidiana. Para el 

attractive for the fans. futbolista argentino, la situacion es parecida, 
(Continued on page 46) (Contintia en la pagina 46) 
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Guillermo Barros Schelotto has brought his world-class skill and quality from Boca Juniors to the Columbus Crew. 
Guillermo Barros Schelotto, estrella en el legendario Boca Juniors, esta demostrando toda su clase y calidad en Columbus Crew. 
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(Continued from page 44) 
Above all else, the 
Argentinean influence 
in Major League Soccer 
is getting brighter every 
minute, and the league 
prospers in welcoming 
with open arms the 
players and coaches 
from a country with a 
shining soccer history 
and a great reputation 
around the world. Let's 
hope that players like 
Guillermo Barros 
Schelotto and Christian 
Gomez are just the 
start of more top-class 
Argentineans bringing 
their quality to MLS. 


(Viene de la pagina 44) 
puesto que vive el futbol a 
cada minuto. Esta pasi6n, 
esta ilusion por jugar hace 
mejorar a la MLS, la llena 
de calidad y estilo futbolisti- 
co, y hace que la liga sea 
mas atractiva para los afi- 
cionados. 

Con todo ello, la influen- 
cia argentina en la Major 
League Soccer esta cada 
vez mas presente, y la liga 
prospera al recibir con los 
brazos abiertos a jugadores 
y entrenadores de un pais 
con una brillante historia 
futbolistica y un gran 
reconocimiento a nivel 
mundial. Esperemos que 
tras Barros Schelotto y 
Gémez lleguen mas argenti- 
nos a desarrollar su futbol 
en nuestra liga. 
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oom of a soccer team. Defensive midfielders | teammate for a pass to start the attack. 


do a lot of the dirty work. They win 50-50 balls, Successful teams usually have a defensive mid- 


ey are the hardest workers of the engine if they they're really, really good - find the right 
r 
(Continued on page’50) 


make life miserable for opposing midfielders and - 


Chris Armas of the Chicago Fire is widely considered the best defensive midfielder the U.S. has produced, 


and the national team regular is playing in his final MLS season 
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stay of D.C. United’s first three titles. Chris 
Armas, considered the best U.S. defensive 
midfielder, played a key role in the Chicago 
Fire’s success the past decade and its 1998 
championship team. Ricardo Clark was 
Houston Dynamo’s defensive midfielder on 
their MLS Cup championship side last year. 

“It’s going to be a tough battle as a defen- 
sive midfielder” said Shalrie Joseph, whose 
New England Revolution has reached MLS Cup 
the past two seasons. “Whoever can control 
the game will definitely have his team win 
most games. 

“The forwards get all the glory, but defensive 
midfielder can control the game and control 
the pace and the flow of the game.’ 

Added D.C. United’s Brian Carroll: “It's a 
position that requires a lot of hard work and 
intensity and communication.’ 

Freekick talked to four defensive midfielders 
in the league at various stages of their career. 
One is learning the position — the New York 


D.C. United's Brian Carroll has started to make his mark with , " : . 
the U.S. national team over the past year Red Bulls’ Seth Stammler; another is coming 


(Continued on page 52) 
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fielder who can make a difference. 
For example, Richie Williams was a main- 
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wouldn’t think that was anything 
great or fun,’ he said. “It’s not a 
position where you run around 
like a donkey. If that was the 
case, imagine how many people 
could be good defensive mid- 
fielders. You still have to be able 
to read the game. You have to be 
able to anticipate,” 

Armas, who probably is best 
known for his battles with one- 
time United legendary playmak- 
er Marco Etcheverry, said U.S. 
national coach Bob Bradley, 
then with the Fire, “would credit 
me sometimes with winning a 
ball 80 yards from goal and 
making a forward pass to start 
the attack.” 

The key to shutting down the 

| league's best playmakers? 

“You have to be tuned in,’ 
Armas said. “You get as close as 
possible most of the time. If it’s 
[Amado] Guevara now or whoev- 
er it is — Etcheverry back in his 
time, [Carlos] Valderrama. If you 
could limit how many passes 
they can make forward and how 
much time they have on the ball, 
you're probably doing a good job 


HELP SALUTE 


AMERICA’S HEROES 


Severely wounded and disabled war veterans fight even tougher battles here at home as they struggle to adjust to 
physical and emotional disabilities, financial disabilities, joblessness and even homelessness in their post-war life. 


because that’s when those guys 
can hurt you.” 

Joseph, who turned 29 on 
May 24, feels there is even more 


Shalrie Joseph of the New England Revolution, a Grenadian international, 


is considered by many as the best defensive midfielder in MLS 


(Continued from page 50) 

into his own — Carroll; a third is considered by many 
to be in his prime and the best in the league — 
Joseph; and a fourth whose storied career is wind- 
ing down — Armas. 

Armas, who plans to retire after this season, 
stressed that a defensive midfielder isn’t just about 
running around, winning balls and kicking anything 
that moves. It has become a science. 

“If it was just running around like a chicken with- 
out a head and winning balls and kicking people, | 
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to the game. 

‘A lot of guys can play defen- 
sive midfield and win the ball)’ 
he said. “But they don’t know how distribute the ball 
or they don’t know how to make the pass to transi- 
tion into offense. That’s a part of the game where | 
am stronger.” 

In-many quarters, Joseph is considered the best 
defensive midfielder in the league today because 
he can do it all — excel on both sides of the ball 
and be a creative or scoring threat himself. 

“| do believe | am the best defensive midfielder, 
(Continued on page 54) 
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but | have to prove it week in and week out, 
every practice,” he said. “] can’t become 
complacent and listen to what people say. 
| have to prove myself every year and try to 
be the best midfielder there is.” 

Carroll, who turns 26 July 20 in his fifth 
MLS season, realizes a defensive mid has 
to be on his toes all the time, or he will be 
caught on his heels one time too many. 

“Constantly I’m thinking where’s my 
man?” said Carroll, who has made five 
appearances with the U.S. national team. 
“So if the ball is played to him, how can | 
get close to him in order to keep him going 
in another direction or to win the ball? At 
the same time, (! have) to be in a position 
where | can read the eyes of the player with 
the ball, being able to intercept that pass 
or get close to my man and keep him 
going another way or win the ball if it goes 
to (the man) I’m supposed to be marking.” 

Stammler, 25, is still learning the posi- 
tion. He said last season he “relied on my 
teammates a lot to tell me where to be, 


Still learning his trade as a holding mid’ 
of the New York Red Bulls is impressing 
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what positions defensively, when it's a good time to 
go forward, when it’s a good time to hold. Over the 
course of last year and this preseason, | feel | am 
getting pretty comfortable with Claudio (Reyna) 
here.” 

Each player had different introductions to the 
position. 

Armas, 34, occasionally played that role at Adelphi 
University and the Long Island Rough Riders (United 
Soccer Leagues) before taking it on fulltime with the 
L.A. Galaxy and Fire. Joseph played defensive mid- 
field with the Grenada youth national team. Carroll 
played central midfielder for many years, including 
forward in high school and defense in club ball. 

Carroll said that experience “has helped me as far 
as what to expect and what to do on the field. | think 
being on the outside flank, | would tuck in and pick 
off balls and stay connected with the defensive mid- 
fielder. So | know what | should be telling people 
around me to do when I’m moving in a certain way.” 

Stammler was a defender and forward for the 
University of Maryland before he was taken by the 
MetroStars in 2004 MLS SuperDraft. He had never 
played midfield before the pros. 

He was switched to defensive midfield after 


It isn’t always 
about the game. 


Bruce Arena became coach last August. 

The learning curve can be steep. In Stammler's 
first game in that role, he made a mistake in a 2-1 
loss to Chicago. He gave the hosts their second goal 
on a silver platter, passing the ball to no one at mid- 
field. Diego Gutierrez picked up the loose ball and 
scored. “A pretty bad mishap,” Stammler called it. 

“It’s a learning lesson,” he added. “I learned to 
take a look over my shoulder after that” 

But Stammler's progress has impressed one 
teammate, someone who knows an international 
player when he sees one — Reyna, the former U.S. 
national team captain. 

“Seth reminds me of a Chris Armas back when 
he was with the national team,’ Reyna said. “You 
can never have enough players like Seth that can 
run and that can play that can pass the ball — good 
two-way midfielders. He’s a guy who hopefully can 
break into the national team.’ 

Another potential Chris Armas in the making? 
Now, that’s a scary thought for MLS midfielders. 


Michael Lewis has covered MLS since its inception 
in 1996. He writes for the New York Daily News and 
is editor of BigAppleSoccer.com. 
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Dominate on the job like you dominate 
on the field. With Makita industrial 
power tools, you get more power less 
weight, and a better fit. It’s everything 
you need to get on top of your game 


makitatools.com 


Live the dream in 2007 


When: December 15 - 18 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Where: The Home Depot Center 
Cost: $995 
A fantasy camper's testimonial from last year's 
camp: 
“From the moment | arrived at the Home Depot 
Center, | was treated like a true professional. | walked 
into the locker room to find my name above my lock- 
er and my kit neatly hung for morning training. 
“The training sessions were all well organized and 
provided the perfect balance of instruction and 
fun. Proven and experienced MLS players and 
coaches ran each session. 

“In between training sessions, we had the 
opportunity to socialize with our fellow campers, 
coaches and guest players while watching and 
analyzing classic matches of yesteryear. There 
even was a training staff on hand to deal with our 
aches and pains. | have played with some good 
players through the years, but nothing compared 
to manning the midfield with Marcello Balboa dur- 
ing the camp's penultimate game. 

‘All in all, it was a first class, professional expe- 
rience from the facilities to the fields to the coach- 
ing to the training to the guest players. The only 
thing missing was the professional contract and of 
cu irse, the groupies. For any soccer player or fan, 
this is the true experience of a lifetime!” 

Yours in soccer, 
Carter Wicks 
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"Galaxy Fantasy Camp", 

but you will call it a vacation from the hustle and 
bustle of everyday life. 

Join us for the third annual Galaxy Fantasy 
Camp. The camp is held at The Home Depot Center, 
where you will receive expert instruction from some 
of the greatest coaches and players to have ever 
coached or played on a Galaxy team. 

You'll use the same training fields and locker 
rooms and enjoy the same meals, recreational 
facilities, and share the same rooms as the Galaxy 
regulars and those aspiring to become regulars. 
Your experience will be highlighted by guest 
appearances from past and present soccer star's 
who will provide you with question and answer ses- 
sions and on field demonstrations. You will take 
home a lifetime of memories after attending the 
Galaxy Fantasy Camp! Some of the highlights from 
previous camps include: 

- Galaxy uniform with your name and number 

- Play & train at The Home Depot Center 

- Access to the Locker and Fitness rooms 

: Daily Lunch with Coaching staff and player 

- Galaxy Fantasy Camp gift bag 

To register go to www.lagalaxy.com - for more 
information please call Director of Special Projects, 
Blane Shepard at 310-630-2227 or e-mail him at 
bshepard@lagalaxy.com 
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fee. Not all channels are available in all areas. Certain services are available separately or as a part of other levels of service. Pricing and 
programming may change. Lease of a Digital Set-top Box and remote control required. A digital programming fee will apply to the second 
and each additional TV with a digital receiver. Prices may or may not include applicable franchise fees and taxes. Other restrictions may apply. 
Offer expires 10/31/07. Call for details. TM & @ Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. 


KicksS Kids 


A program of the Los Angeles Galaxy Foundation 


and meal tickets to allow children's charities and non-profit organizations benefit- 
ing disadvantaged children the opportunity to experience a Los Angeles Galaxy 
game. 


Tena the Kick for Kids program, the Los Angeles Galaxy Foundation donates game 


COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Our Kicks for Kids Community Partners are civic-minded businesses and individuals 
that have taken a leadership role in assisting children and supporting the program. The 
Galaxy Foundation thanks these companies for their support of Kicks for Kids: 


Ace Clearwater Enterprises Chevron 
Doris Roberts Enterprises J.F. Shea Co. 
Herbalife KFC 


Korean Times L.A. Blues SC 
Maintenance Warehouse Michael Hoefflin Foundation 
Primary Color WMG 


KICKS MEALS PARTNERS 
All West Iron Office Furniture Group See’s Candies 


BENEFICIARIES 

Any non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization or children’s charity that provides a direct serv- 

ice to disadvantaged or at-risk children in the Southern California area may apply to be 
part of the Kicks for Kids program. 


Every Galaxy home game, the children will sit in the designated Kicks for Kids section 
of The Home Depot Center and have the opportunity to not only experience a Galaxy 
game but all of our pre-game SoccerFest activities as well. 


To become a Kicks for Kids Community Partner 
or beneficiary, please call 310.630.2200 or visit 
the In the Community Section of the 


Galaxy website. 
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Now is the time to reserve 2008 Galaxy season tickets 


be Part of the Legacy 


Place your deposit for 2008 LA Galaxy Season Tickets today! 
Full Season Ticket Plans include the same great seats for all league home 
games, plus bonus games, special events, and other exclusive benefits. 


Call 1-877-3GALAXY or visit www.lagalaxy.com for information. 


Model 216B Skid Steer Loader with (1) General Purpose Bucket $26,500.00 Sales Price, Does Not Include Sales Tax, Assumes 15% Down 
Payment. Finance Terms; 48 Months, 2.1% APR, Subject to Credit Approval and Machine Availability, Offer Expires 6/30/07. 


Quinn Company 
10006 Rose Hills Rd. 


City of Industry, CA 90601 eS, sno 
: 1-888-225-8800 Since 1919 
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www.quinncompany.com 


Galaxy players telk about who inspires them in world soccer 


ot only are the LA Galaxy players some of 

the best that MLS has to offer, but they are 

also fans of the game themselves. We talked 
with a number of Galaxy players and coaches to 
talk, not only about their favorite teams and play- 
ers, but also what they watch for when they are lay- 
ing back on the sofa at home and watching The 
Beautiful Game on TV. 


Chris Albright 

As far watching players, | guess it’s Cafu for me. 
A guy that | play his position, | can’t say that he 
plays my position. | play his position, and he’s a guy 
that gets up and down. He’s first and foremost a 
defender, but adds a lot to the offense, so | tried to 


For Chris Albright, Cafu is the man 


model as much as my game after him as | can. I’m 
light years away, but he’s a good guy to look up to. 
(Right Back) is the position | watch most closely. 
Just to pick up little nuances of the game that has- 
n't been brought to my attention or | haven’t seen 
before in order to try to become a more well round- 
ed player. 


Josh Tudela 

Ronaldinho is definitely one of my favorites. 
(David) Beckham has always been one of my 
favorites growing up too. Anytime I’m watching a 
game, | try to pick out the players playing my posi- 
tion to see what kind of movements and runs they 
are doing, maybe | can try pick it up and put it into 
my game. 


Ty Harden 

Rio Ferdinand is my favorite player, | think | have 
a little bit of a similar style to how he plays. | like 
how he plays the game. He passes a lot out of the 
back, moves the play a lot, and keeps the ball in 
possession. | like to watch him, but | always watch 
any center back play. 


Troy Roberts 

| enjoy watching Barcelona. | like watching 
Chelsea play and AC Milan. | don’t mind watching 
J-League teams. We played against one of them two 
years ago. They are a different kind of style. As far 
of teams, those types. For players, | would have to 
go with Ronaldinho. He's one of the most exciting 
to watch on the ball. 

| try to watch and see what the center backs, the 
guys in my position, do. How they defend, what 
decisions they make on the ball. Just learn what 
they do, and implement that in practicing. Just soak 
up as much as | can. 


(Continued on page 65) 


62 FREEKICK &3) THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM OF MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 


From high school and college to the pros, 
we’re teaming up to bring you L.A.’s best soccer coverage. 


ae 
DACO-~ 
D tnformactin pare vivir mejor 


impactoUSA.com 


Press-Ielegram 


presstelegram.com 


Daily Breeze 


dailybreeze.com www.dailynews.com 


Proud members of the Los Angeles Newspaper Group 


We all love our children, but not all of us can afford to 


protect them on the road with child safety seats. 


That’s why, again this season, whenever a Galaxy player 


scores a goal, Kragen will donate a free car seat 
to a family in need here in Los Angeles. 


Todos amamos a nuestros hijos, pero no 


todos podemos pagar para que tengan 
proteccién en el auto con asientos 
infantiles de seguridad. Por eso, esta 
semana, cuando un jugador del 
Galaxy anote un Gol, Kragen donara 
un asiento para auto a una familia 
necesitada aqui en Los Angeles. 
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(Continued from page 62) 
Kyle Martino 

| like to watch Lionel Messi from Barcalona and 
Argentina and (Juan Roman) Riquelme — I’ve got 
some serious Argentina love, ever since | was 
younger during the Maradona days. | love just how 
comfortable they are with the ball. They make some 
of the most difficult touches in the world look 
absolutely simple and so easy. It’s actually frustrat- 
ing watch them play because it looks like they are 
playing against little kids, but it’s amazing to see 
that sort of mastery of the ball. 


Steve Cronin 

| probably watch, not players so much, but 
teams — Barcelona, AC Milan, Chelsea. Player wise 
— Chelsea, Peter Cech, Liverpool, Jose Reina and 
I've never seen Oliver Kahn play (in person), so 
probably him. 

(I look for) styles really. | don’t think you can 
really do it by league anymore like this is the 
English style; this is whatever style because goal- 


’ keepers in every league are from different places. 


Steve Cronin likes to see the different styles of players 
around the world, 


Kyle Martino watches Messi a Tevet to see 
how comfortable they are with the ball. 


Different situations, they can be similar but every- 
thing’s different. 


Alan Gordon 

(Ruud) van Nistelrooy. | like him because he’s 
always in the right spot as a forward and finishes 
well. I’ve always liked his style of play, and like | 
said, how he finishes. He’s always in the right spot 
similar to Crespo. He always seems to be in the six, 
in the box finishing, so | try to look at those players 
and try to emulate them as best as possible. 

(When | watch a game) | hardly watch the ball. 
I’m watching my position to see what kind of runs 
they are making. That's how you learn. You see how 
intelligent forwards are around the world and at the 
top level, so | try to incorporate that in my game as 
best as possible, but its tough though. 


Frank Yallop 

When | was growing up, | used to like watching 
Arsenal play. My favorite player was George 
Graham, who became a manager. | used to follow 
the Whitecaps really close. Two of my favorite play- 
ers were Kevin Hector and Kyle Valentine. 
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39% 


SAVE HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS 


WITH DISCOUNTS UP TO 
| , 
| ON YOUR STATE FARM CAR INSURANCE. 


WITH NO 


Turn your change into something bigger. 
Keep the Change” can help you save for something special. Simply enroll and each IT PAYS TO SHOP STATE FARM FIRST. 


time you make a purchase with your Bank of America Visa” check card, we round up 


the amount to the next dollar and transfer your change from your checking to your CALL 1-866-SEGURO-1 OR VISIT statefarm.com NOW 
savings account. We'll also match 100% of your Keep the Change savings for the first 
three months and continue matching 5% thereafter, up to $250 per year. ; { 
q STATE FARM 


LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR 


‘ij INSURANCE 
1 


w_~, STATE FARM IS THERE” 


a 
a 


Open a checking account with Keep the Change. Providing Insurance and Financial Services. 
bankofamerica.com/ktc 


Matching funds are paid annually after the anniversary of enrollment up to a maximum of $250 on accounts that remain open and enrolled. 
Savings accounts eligible to receive matching funds include Regular Savings (or Market Rate Savings in WA and ID), which requires a minimum statefarm.com? 
opening balance of $100 ($1 in WA and ID) and pays a variable annual percentage yield (APY) that was .25% (.50% in WA and ID) as of zs 
11/1/2006. Fees could reduce earnings. Patent Pending. Bank of America, N.A. Member FDIC. © 2007 Bank of America Corporation. j 
SAV-19 


All State Farm insurance policies and notices are written in English. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL 


Community Initiatives 


Galaxy Drive Series presented by py 

Cumpte. 
The Galaxy Drive Series is a community initiative 
where the Galaxy team-up with fans to assist Los 
Angeles-area youth through partnerships with non- 
profit organizations. Our upcoming drives are:. 
August 23School Supplies Drive 
October 13 Coat & Clothing Drive 


Get a Kick Out of Reading! 
Get a Kick Out of Reading is the Los Angeles 
Galaxy's literacy initiative designed to deliver posi- 
tive messages about the fun and 
value of reading to children and 
families. The Galaxy along with 
the NEA (National Education 
Association) seek to integrate 
the sport of soccer and our staff and players into 
activities that help to promote a life-long love of 
reading. 

The Galaxy's Get A Kick Out of Reading program 
consists of a variety of events, including library and 
school visits, player appearances and reading chal- 
lenges. 


Make You Smile 

Throughout the season, Galaxy players visit local 
children’s hospitals to brighten the days of very spe- 
cial patients and their families. 


Be 8 part of some special community events in 2007 


Los Angeles Galaxy Foundation 


Through the Kick for Kids program, the Los Angeles 
Galaxy Foundation donates game and meal tickets 
to allow children's charities and non-profit organiza- 
tions benefiting disadvantaged children the opportu- 
nity to experience a Los Angeles Galaxy game. 


Fundraisers 

In order to support its charitable programs and 
endeavors, the Los Angeles Galaxy Foundation hosts 
several fundraising events throughout the year. 


Upcoming Galaxy Foundation fundraisers: 


* July 2007 Annual Equipment Sale 
* July 2007 Jersey-Off-the Back Auction 
* Sept./Oct. “Day on the Links” 
Golf Tournament 
* October Galaxy Dinner 


* Sponsorship opportunities available for the “Day on 
the Links” Golf Tournament and Galaxy Dinner. Please 
call 310.630.2222 for information. 


- “Name in Lights” Scoreboard Messages: Wish 
that special someone a Happy Birthday, Anniversary 
or Welcome in a special way...let them see their 
“Name in Lights”! 

For a $50 contribution to the Galaxy Foundation, 
your message will be displayed on the Diamond 
Vision at The Home Depot Center. Visit the commu- 
nity section of the Galaxy website to download a 
“Name in Lights” form. 


The Los Angeles Galaxy and its charitable arm, the Los Angeles Galaxy Foundation are dedicated to giving back and assisting the com- 
munity at large. Through the involvement of our players, coaching and front office staff, we seek to remain responsible community and 


corporate partners. For more information, visit the community section of the Galaxy website or call 310.630.2200 
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CATCH MLS STAR POWER 


ALL SEASON LONG 


ONLY ON 


Hablando de Futbol 


Los jUgadores de! Galaxy hablen de los futbolistas que los inspiran 


unos de los mejores que la MLS ofrece, pero 

ambién son aficionados del mismo deporte. 
Hablamos con unos de los jugadores y técnicos del 
Galaxy sobre sus favoritos jugadores y equipos, asi 
como lo que buscan cuando ven transmisiones de 
partidos en casa 


| os jugadores del LA Galaxy no solamente son 


Chris Albright 

En referencia a jugadores, para mi es Cafu. Es 
un jugador que yo juego su posicién, por que no 
puedo decir que el juega me posicién; por que es 
un jugador que sabe subir y bajar la cancha. Mas 
que nada es un defensor, pero se ayuda mucho al 


Josh Tudela se parece mas a Gennarl Gattuso, pero prefiere 
a Ronaldinho. 


ataque, asi que trato de similar mi juego al de el. 
Estoy muy lejos de su técnica, pero no es nada mal 
tener un jugador como el de referencia. 

La defensa es lo que observo con més cuidado, 
me ayuda con los pequefos detalles que no e 
tratado, y creo que me hace un jugador mas com- 
plete. 


Josh Tudela 

Definitivamente Ronaldinho es uno de mis 
favoritos. (David) Beckham también ha sido uno de 
mis favoritos desde que era nifio. Cuando estoy 
viendo un juego, les pongo atenta observacién a 
jugadores que juegan mi posicidn para ver sus 
movimientos, y posiblemente puedo aprender algo 
nuevo para mi juego. 


Ty Harden 

Rio Ferdinand es mi favorito jugador, y pienso 
que tenemos un estilo similar. También me gusta 
como juega, por que aporta muchos pases desde 
la defensa y tiene habilidad de controlar el baldn. 
Me gusta verlo jugar, pero siempre me gusta ver 
centrales jugar. 


Kyle Martino 

Me agrada ver a Lionel Messi del Barcelona y la 
Argentina, asi como (Juan Roman) Riquelme — 
tengo un cierto amor a la Argentina, desde que era 
un nifio en los dias de Maradona. Me gusta como 
se ven tan cOmodos con el balén. Hacen unos de 
los toces mas dificil y se ven tan facil. Hasta te 
frustra un poco ver los jugar, por que se ve que 
estan jugando contra nifios, pero es impresionante 
ver la maestria que hacen con el baldn. 

Estas jugando una nueva posicién esta tempo- 
rada. gHas visto juegos para ver como otros lat- 
erales juegan en el lado izquierdo? 
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No, por que juego un poco diferente que el tipi- 
co mediocampista. Creo que Frank [Yallop] me 
coloco en esa posicién para jugar un poco difer- 
ente, ser un poco mas dinamico y no solamente 
como un lateral. Intento jugar con la vision que 
tiene Frank para la posicion, agregaido un poco de 
lo mio y tratando de mejorar cada dia. 


Steve Cronin 

Creo que mas que jugadores, tengo la tendencia 
de seguir mas equipos como Barcelona, AC Milan y 
Chelsea. Pero unos jugadores que trato de seguir 
es Peter Cech de Chelsea, Jose Reina de Liverpool, 
y e visto Oliver Kahn jugar en persona, entonces el 
también. 

Mas que nada busco los diferentes estilos de 
jugadores. No creo que puedes calificar estilos por 
ligas, por que arqueros vienen de diferentes 
lugares con diferentes estilos. En distintas situa- 
ciones puede existir similar pero todo es diferente. 


Alan Gordon 

(Ruud) van Nistelrooy. Me gusta como juega por 
que siempre esta en posiciones oportunas y sabe 
rematar balones. Siempre me a gustado su estilo 
de jugar. Siempre esta en las mejores posiciones, 
asf como Crespo. Siempre tiene la mejor posicion 
en la area para rematar, entonces trato de jugar 
como esos jugadores lo mejor posible. 

Cuando veo un partido casi nunca sigo el balén. 
Lo que sigo son los delanteros, para observar sus 


A ly Harden le gusta el estilo de Rio Ferdinand. 


Troy Roberts le interesa el estilo asiatico, 


movimientos. Asi es como uno aprende. Delanteros 
internacionales tienen una inteligencia para el fuit- 
bol, asi que intento incorporar lo que aprendo, pero 
a veces es muy dificil. 


Troy Roberts 

Me agrada ver a Barcelona, y a Chelsea y AC 
Milan. También me gusta ver equipos en la liga de 
Japon; haces un par de afios jugamos con uno de 
esos equipos. Juegan un estilo muy diferente. Pero 
jugadores, yo sigo a Ronaldinho, por que es uno de 
los jugadores que da un mejor espectaculo con el 
bal6n. 

Trato de ver lo que los jugadores en mi posicion 
hacen. Me gusta ver como defienden y las deci- 
siones que toman con el balén. Creo que puedo 
aprender de ver los jugar y implementarlo en nue- 
stros entrenamientos. 


Frank Yallop 

Cuando era nifio me gustaba ver el Arsenal 
jugar. Mi favorito jugador era George Graham, que 
se hizo director técnico. También estaba atento de 
los Whitecaps, y dos de mis favoritos jugadores 
eran Kevin Hector y Kyle Valentine. 

Cuando era nifio jugaba como delantero y en el 
mediocampo. No empecé a jugar como defensor 
hasta que emigre a Inglaterra a los 16. 
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LEADERS IN ADVANCED HEALTH CARE 


The Official Hospital of 
getting off the 


disabled list. 


It's no surprise that Centinela Freeman Regional Medical Center is the official hospital of the 
Los Angeles Galaxy because we're home to great health care. At each of our campuses - 
Centinela, Marina and Memorial - you'll find the advanced technologies and treatment 
delivered by a caring, compassionate team of highly trained and experienced doctors 
nurses and support staff. There's a reason Centinela Freeman is the official hospital of oa 
major sports team in Los Angeles. Why not make them the official hospital of you. 


Centinela vol 
Freeman 


REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 


The Official Hospital 
of the Los Angeles Galaxy 


888-600-5600 


www.centinelafreeman.com 
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A DELTA 


THE OFFICIAL AIRLINE OF 
THE LOS ANGELES GALAXY 


Over 450 destinations served by Delta and its codeshare partners. ©2007 Delta Air Lines, Inc 


Athletes” 


PLE FeOCk MA 8 LE 


IF YOU WANT TO... 
RUN FASTER. 
CUT SHARPER. 
KICK HARDER. 
JUMP HIGHER. 
GET STRONGER. 
AND PLAY LONGER. 


TRAIN WITH THE 
OFFICIAL PERFORMANCE 
TRAINERS OF THE 

LA GALAXYSae 


HIGH SCHOOL / COLLEGE 
PREP PROGRAM 


For long-term development, this program’s 
methodology focuses on The Six Pillars of 

Peak rey: at Speed, 

Flexibility, Conditioning, Nutrition and 
Regeneration. peor our goals is to decreas 

the potential of injury etes by 
focusing on shoulder st e ankle i 
stability, core s' 


Performance at 310-630-2290 ext. 3 or 
email info-la@athletesperformance.com. 


Interesting Galaxy f 


* Gavin Glinton’s goal against the Columbus Crew 
was his first goal in MLS since May 17, 2003 in a 
1-1 draw in Dallas. That span of nearly 1,500 days 
between.goals is the eighth longest in MLS history. 
Chicago defender C.J. Brown has the longest span 
in between goals in MLS history, going more than 
eight years between strikes. 


* In the month of June the Galaxy added Edson 
Buddle, Chris Klein and Abel Xavier to the roster. 
All three tallied either a goal or an assist in their 
debut with the club. Xavier assisted on Buddle’s 
first half goal in the 3-2 win over Real Salt Lake on 
June 17 while Klein assisted on Gavin Glinton’s 
goal in the 3-2 loss to Columbus on June 23. 


* Edson Buddle became the first Galaxy player 
since Diego Serna in 2003 to score in each of his 
first two games with the club. Buddle started and 
tallied goals against both Real Salt Lake and 
Columbus after being acquired from Toronto FC on 
June 14. 


* Through the first 11 games of the season only 
Joe Cannon and Ty Harden had played in every 
minute of every Galaxy regular season contest. 


* Galaxy forward Landon Donovan tied Eric 
Wynalda as the all-time leading scorer in U.S. 
National Team history with his 34th career goal on 
June 24. Donovan’s goal came in the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup Final in which the U.S. defeated Mexico 
2-1 to repeat as Gold Cup champions. 


* Landon Donovan and Carlos Pavon finished as 
the top two scorers at the Gold Cup. Pavon led a 
Honduras to the quarterfinals with five goals, 
including four in the 5-0 win over Cuba in the first 
round while Donovan led the U.S. with four goals on 
the way to the Gold Cup championship. 
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Acquired by the Galaxy in Ju t J 
each of his first two games with the club. 


* In the month of July the Galaxy played in eight 
games in four different competitions against teams 
from four different leagues in three different coun- 
tries on two different continents. Following a pair of 
regular season games on July 4 and July 7 against 
Chicago and Kansas City respectively, the Galaxy 
flew to Richmond, Va. to take on the Richmond 
Kickers in a U.S. Open Cup Third Round game. After 
that trip east, the Galaxy returned to Southern 
California for games against Tigres UANL of Mexico 
and Chelsea FC of England in the World Series of 
Football at The Home Depot Center. Immediately 
after the World Series of Football, the Galaxy 
entered the inaugural Superliga™ with home 
matches against Mexican champions Pachuca and 
CD Guadalajara before closing out the month with 
a road match against FC Dallas to round out 
Superliga group play. 
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Designed for the tough yet 


reasonable man. 


¢ First truck with lockable In-Bed Trunk™ 
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* £062 gurleipry epuoy 


¢ 4-wheel-drive system 
* Seats 5 passengers 
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